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it Is proposed they should leave England about the middle of February when
our Coast and Bay ships will proceed with them viz.,
Ships                                                                                 Guns
Lennox                                                                           74
Duke of Aquitain                                                            64
York                                                                               60
Falmouth                                                                        50
4.   Having found it impracticable to raise recruits for our military or
likely to do it in any degree adequate to the demands from our several Presi-
dencies for them and in particular for yours where it is so very important to
.have a considerable land force, His Majesty has been further most graciously
pleased to assist the Company with a battalion of his troops consisting of about
1,000 men including officers which it is our intention should be employed in
Bengal, as we are in hopes our Presidency of Fort St. George will not be under
the necessity of detaining any of them, considering the force they must have
upon the arrival of Colonel Draper's Battallion and that what recruits can be
raised for the Company's forces will be sent thither by every conveyance that
can be spared from other service.
5.   The better to accommodate so considerable a body of men as also to
find a passage for our own recruits we do in addition to the freighted ships
employ two of the Company's viz., the Royal George and the Prince Henry
packet, and we shall be under the necessity likewise of taking up another ship
to proceed to India and be disposed of there on a plan similar to those whereon
the Hardwicke and Doddington in the years 1754 and 1755 were entertained.
6.   The Houghton, one of the Bombay ships, is getting ready to sail with
the men-of-war and our Coast and Bay ships in order to proceed to Bengal
with a part of the said battallion, which service being performed she is then to
go to Bombay according to her first destination.
7.   The Essex, Valentine, Pocock> Suffolk, Denham and Oxford designed
for China are bound first to Fort St. George each of which ships carry as large
a proportion of the said battallion as they can conveniently accommodate to
be landed there and re-embarked for Bengal on the first conveyances that offer
and can be contrived.
8.   The Calcutta and Royal George carry our own recruits only for Fort
St. George.   They are then to be employed in bringing you as large a part of
the battallion as they can conveniently carry, we mean that part to be landed
out of the China ships consisting of about......men.
9.   The remainder of the battallion will, as before observed, be embarked
on the men-of-war and our latter ships.
10.   You were advised in our last letter that the Calcutta ,was to take in
350 pipes of wine at Madeira.   We are now to inform you that as we have
thought proper to put more recruits aboard that ship for Fort St. George than
we :at that time had reason to expect, we have for their better accommodation
deteraiiaecl to lessen that quantity of wine and have accccdii^y given direc-
tions to* OBJT correspondents to load but 200 pipes unless a further quantity csm
be conveniently stowed,   Qae moiety of the wine so to be lacfen will be con-
signed to the President and Council of Fort St, George at*<l the otter